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L arry James Acord, passed away peacefully on Friday evening, January 12th,

2018 in The Villages, Florida at the age of 71. He was with family and
surrounded by love.

A funeral service will be held at 11 am on January 19th, 2018 at Steverson, Hamlin & Hilbish
Funeral Home at 226 East Burleigh Blvd., Tavares. Per his wishes a private family gathering will be

held later that day.

Larry was born in Naoma, West Virginia to George and Elizabeth Acord on October 17th, 1946. He

was the middle child to his older brother George Jr. and younger brother Walter. His father served
in the U.S. Army, thus their family moved several times. His fondest childhood memories are of
his time in Orleans, France. His first marriage was to Barbara Binnicker from which his only child

was born, Elizabeth, named after his mother. Later in life he married Hope Chapman on October
16th, 1997. He served in the U.S. Air Force and was dedicated to God, his family, and his country.

To anyone who knew him, Larry was larger than life itself. He was a highly skilled and passionate

individual who applied intense focus in whatever he did. His big personality filled a room,
sometimes commanding and forceful, lightened by wit and humor. He was a lover of life who had

strong values, many derived from his love of the gospel and God’s grace. He was an amazingly
strong man with a tender heart. He chose to see the potential in individuals, to invest into them
and help them. He was a mentor to many.

Larry pushed himself and life to its limits. His accomplishments were many including ultralight
high performance glider pilot, single engine pilot, free diver and sink hole diver, sharp shooter,

self taught at computer programming, classical and bass guitar, painting and stained glass.

Larry’s hobbies were also numerous as he enjoyed keeping his mind active. He loved the
outdoors and regularly took pleasure in camping, boating, fishing, and tending to his gardens. His
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indoor activities included flight simulators, model building, and restoring of various items. He
was an avid traveler and travelled extensively in the United States, the Caribbean, and Europe.

He was a smart and innovative business man who enjoyed the challenge of creating something
from nothing. He took great pride in founding and building a company and software product that

he later in life turned over to his daughter and son-in-law, Bryan Griffin whom he had trained
and groomed to take over the family business. His legacy is a strong foundation for them and the
families that are supported by it.

Larry is preceded in death by his parents, George and Elizabeth, and his sister in law, Barbara. He
often looked forward to his reunion with them in heaven upon his passing.

Larry is survived by his first wife, Barbara Acord and second wife, Hope Acord, his daughter,
Elizabeth Griffin, and son-in-law, Bryan Griffin, his two brothers, George Jr. and Walter, and his
grandchildren Alexander, Amber, and Brooke Griffin. He will be dearly missed.

The family of Larry wishes to extend our sincere thanks to The Villages Hospice for their tender
care and to the Sunlake community for their unending support.
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Funeral Service

Steverson - Hamlin & Hilbish Funeral Home

226 E. Burleigh Boulevard, Tavares FL 32778

Cemetery Details

Lakeside Memory Gardens

36601 County Rd 19A, Eustis FL 32726
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Jason Acord posted:

I am so saddened by the loss of my uncle Larry. We wanted to make up for lost time as family, and

had plans to do so. The good Lord had other things in mind. That is to heal him in heaven. I know

when it's time for me to leave this world, my wonderful uncle Larry will be there with arms wide

open. I love you Larry, and miss you dearly.

January 17 at 8:24 AM

EJ Eddie And Joanne posted:

We are so saddened to have lost our dear friend. Larry was a comfort to us many times . We will

always hold him in our hearts. Family we became. A Family, we will always treasure. Ma and Pa.

January 16 at 2:04 PM

Anonymous sent a Multicolor Bright Sympathy Floor Basket to the Acord family.

January 15 at 2:47 PM
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George Acord February 2 at 9:52 PM

I am in awe of the legacy you have built from scratch. Your courage and self motivation is an

example to all who knew you. No mountain too high, no valley too deep was your life motto and

you proved it in so many ways. I love and miss you very. very much. Your brother George

Karen Clevenger January 16 at 1:29 PM

Larry I am fortunate enough to have met you and thankful for all you and Hope did for my mom

during her loss. I can't thank you enough. I'm blessed that God brought you into our lives and

will miss you dearly. Our Father has called you home and take comfort in knowing that you are

in a peaceful place. Our memories are cherished with you in them and my hearts eye shall

always see you. Rest In Peace sir and thank you for being a part of our lives.Karen Clevenger

Diana L Nash January 16 at 1:11 PM

OK big guy...God knows you will be missed! Know we will miss you and that sense of humor. So

many fond memories of the time you, Hope and I spent together. I will miss you! RIP my friend.

Danielle Hess lit a candle in honor of Larry.

January 15 at 2:41 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Larry by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


